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for Jonas, who was the
inspiration for this story






While their parents were out shopping,
Elephant and his friend, Squirrel, were
out and about, exploring the nearby
woods. When Squirrel spotted some
delicious-looking nuts in a tree, she got
very excited.
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But she was scared. “I can’t get up there,
Elephant,” Squirrel said. “I’m much too

# ésmall. Can’t you help me up?”

Elephant thought about it. If he helped
Squirrel, she would be happy, and it was
easy for him to lift her up into the tree.
But if he did, she would never learn to
climb a tree, and what if she ever needed

to climb one when he wasn’t around?
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it, Squirrel. Look at your

paws. They are perfect for climbing with

their long claws. You are stronger than

you think yog aré ” Elephant told her.
He knevﬁ? she could do it, but when she
started cli@blng, he got ready to catch
her just in case. He liked Squirrel, and
he would never let anything happen to
her because she was his best friend.
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Step by step, she bravely climbed up the
large tree until she reached the branch

with the nuts.















She ran back to the trunk and hugged the
tree. She was shaking with fear.

Smiling at her, Elephant patted her on the
shoulder with his long trunk. “You can do
it, Squirrel. Come, I’ll help you.”






He held his trunk next to the branch so
she could hold onto it. She turned around
and slowly started walking again.

“Keep your eyes on the nuts, Squirrel,”
Elephant said. “Don’t look down.”






After a few steps, Squirrel let go of his
trunk and crawled toward her lunch.






When she reached the nuts, she put them
in her mouth and threw her arms in the
air to celebrate and . . .
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Oh no! She lost her balance and fell off
the branch! Elephant stretched out his
trunk and caught her.




She slid down his trunk until she was
sitting safely on his head.

They both started laughing. “See? I told
you, you could reach the nuts. And next
time, you will learn how to climb back
down with them,” Elephant said.










Squirrel hid the nuts behind his ear. With
her lunch safe and sound, she made herself
comfortable on his back.
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Squirrel was exhausted from her adventure. The
elephant smiled and started walking home
with his friend.

He was already looking forward to their
next adventure. He was sure that whatever
 happened next time, they would face it
together.
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